ANCIENT TOMBSTONES.

Discovered by Rabhi Lehman in the Vie
cinity of Mayence
Rabbi Dr. Lehntan, of Mayence, has come
acruss a venerable Jewish tombstone at a
village in the vicinity of that town. The
Hebrew inseription is to the following effect,
““To the memory of Belet, daughter of Rabbi
Jacob. Died on the 2nd Ellul, 566—Her soul
bein Paradise.”” At first sight thestone itself
bears testimony to its great age. Confirma-
tion of this assumption is lent by the forn
of the letters, the cumposition of the inscrip-
tion, and by the name, “‘Belet,” which has
become obwslete for many hundreds of years.
The date, 56, »iven on the stone cannot be
other than 4566 of the Jewish reckomung;
equivalent to S06 A. C. Mayence, 1t appears,
Is noted for 1ts ancient gravéstones. Maharl,
its famous rubbi, who was driven thence in
1420, witn {heentire Jewish congregation, re-
lated that in the then old Jewish cemetery at
Mayence there was a stone whick, acconding
to the inweription, was no less than 1100 years
old. “After the expulsion of the Jews, the
tombstones in the Jewish burial ground were
used for huilding materinls. Hitherto the |
oldest known memorial stone was one in the ‘
Jewish cemetery at Worms, and dated 4660
A, M.—New York Iost. |
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